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Policy on Study Duration for Master’s and PhD Programs 

1. Introduction  

This policy establishes the maximum study duration for Master’s and PhD programs at the European 

Graduate School (EGS), including conditions for extensions and the obligations of students requiring 

additional time.  

This policy applies to all students enrolled in Master’s and PhD programs at EGS. 

2. Standard Study Duration 

The maximum length of time allowed for completion of the work required for the MA in PACT is five (5) 

years.  

The maximum length of time allowed for completion of the work required for the MA in AHS is six (6) 

years. 

The maximum time allowed for the completion of requirements leading to the PhD degree in either 

program is seven (7) years. 

3. Extension Policy 

Students who do not complete their program within the standard duration may request an extension. 

Extensions may be granted under the following conditions:  

• Demonstrated academic progress. 

• Valid reasons such as health issues, unforeseen personal circumstances, or research delays. 

• Recommendation from the academic advisor and approval from the Program Director. 

4. Obligations for Extended Study  

Students who require additional time beyond the standard duration must fulfill the following obligations: 

• Additional Coursework: Completion of two (2) required courses in consultation with the Program 

Directors. These courses are not included in the previously paid tuition and must be covered 

separately by the student. 

• Thesis Submission Plan: Provide a detailed timeline for thesis completion, including planned 

submission and defense dates. 

5. Maximum Study Duration 

No student may exceed a total study duration of ten (10) years, including extensions. 
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6. Consequences of Exceeding Maximum Duration 

• Students who exceed the absolute maximum duration of ten (10) years without completing their 

degree will be ex-matriculated from the EGS. 

• Ex-matriculated students may reapply for re-admission and can transfer a maximum of 50% of 

their previous credits to the new application. This re-registration of prior learning is done in 

consultation with the programme directors. 

7. Appeals 

Students who wish to appeal a decision related to their study duration must submit a formal appeal in 

guidance with the EGS Academic and Non-Academic Appeal Policy. 

8. Implementation 

The policy becomes effective at the time of publication.  

9. Review 

This Policy will be reviewed on a regular basis to ensure its relevance and effectiveness. Updates and 

changes will be communicated to all institution members in a timely manner. 

 

For any questions or further clarifications, students are encouraged to contact the Administrations Office. 

 


