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Guidance to students on plagiarism and other forms of academic malpractice

1. Scope

These guidelines apply to all written works (in particular assessment papers, essays, masters
dissertations and doctoral theses) and presentation documents by students of the European Graduate
School (EGS).

2. Definition

Academic misconduct is any activity, intentional or otherwise, that is likely to undermine the integrity
essential to scholarship and research. It includes plagiarism, collusion, fabrication or falsification of
results, examination malpractice, contract fraud, and anything else that might result in unearned or
undeserved credit for those who commit it. Academic misconduct may result from a deliberate act of
cheating or may be committed unintentionally. Whether intentional or not, all incidents of academic

misconduct will be treated seriously by the EGS.

3. Introduction

As a student, you are expected to participate in the learning process throughout your studies by
completing assignments of various kinds that are the product of your own study or research. You must
ensure that you are familiar with and comply with EGS regulations and procedures: not being aware of
University regulations and procedures cannot be used as a defence for plagiarism or any other form of

academic misconduct.

This document is designed to help you understand what EGS understands to be academic misconduct
and therefore to help you avoid committing it. You should read it carefully as academic malpractice is
considered a serious offence and students found to have engaged in it will be subject to sanctions. A
range of sanctions may be applied, including reduction of credits, awarding withholding a pass grade

(with or without loss of credits) or exclusion from the program.

4. Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the act of using ideas, words or creations, whether from humans or digital systems such
as generative artificial intelligence (Al), without proper attribution or permission, and presenting them as
one's own work, whether intentionally or unintentionally. Plagiarism encompasses a range of practices
that go beyond literal (word-for-word) copying. It also includes instances of close paraphrasing, minimal
adaptation and other actions that involve reproducing the work of another source in such a way that the

assessed work lacks appropriate originality or proper referencing.

EGS Guidance to students on plagiarism and other forms of academic malpractice
Initially Approved by the EGS Extended Executive Committee, May 2025
1/3



Ae Eurepean Graduate School

EST. 1994

Self-plagiarism is the re-use of work that you have previously submitted for another assessment, either
at the EGS or at another institution, without appropriate reference. It is considered plagiarism because

it misrepresents the originality of the current work.

5. Student's Responsibilities

A student at the EGS is expected to submit work that demonstrates compliance with two key
requirements:

= alevel of independent thinking based on the instruction received,;

= the provision of clear references to all sources consulted, both within the main body of the

submitted work and in any separate list of sources.

A consideration of these two key requirements should make it clear why plagiarism is unacceptable.
By definition, a piece of work that has been plagiarised will never be able to meet either of the above
criteria. Asking yourself before submitting whether your work passes both tests is a useful way of
determining whether there is likely to be a problem with plagiarism.

6. Al Referencing

EGS believes that Al tools, when used appropriately, have the potential to enhance teaching and
learning and can be of support. The output of Al systems must be treated in the same way as the work
of any other person or persons, i.e. used critically and with an appropriate licence, and adequately

referenced and acknowledged.

7. Plagiarism-detecting software

The EGS uses software systems in addition to the existing and very effective methods that rely on the
reader's knowledge of the subject.

You can be assured that academic judgement will always be used in the analysis of the results. The
EGS will not take action against you for plagiarism based on the results of software systems unless it
has looked very carefully at the report generated by the software and is assured that there are sufficient
grounds for concern. You will be able to see the relevant report and challenge EGS's case if you are

accused of plagiarism following a software-based analysis of your work.

Above all, the software detection systems are used by the EGS in an open and transparent manner.
The systems are not intended to be a trap. However, the EGS reserves the right to protect the academic
integrity of its degrees by any means available to it. This will benefit those students who have not

plagiarised.
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8. How EGS deal with plagiarism

This is a complex area. In broad terms, these are the various stages:

= |f a reader suspects that plagiarism may have occurred, he or she will carry out an investigation,
which will normally involve consideration of any evidence. This may include a report generated by
Plagiarism-detecting software or observations reported by the reader;

= |f, following the investigation, the reader's has a reasonable suspicion that plagiarism has occurred,
they will invite you to respond to the allegation and you will be invited to a meeting (the Academic
Integrity Meeting);

» Following the meeting, the principal academic unit will determine the level of plagiarism (if any) that
it believes has occurred. There are three general categories: poor academic practice, moderate

plagiarism and severe plagiarism.

The consequences of finding that plagiarism has occurred in any of the above ways are set out in section
6 of the EGS Academic Integrity Policy.

9. Review

a. This policy is subject to change at the discretion of the EGS.
b. This policy will be reviewed periodically and updated as necessary
c. Any changes to the policy will be communicated through the EGS websites and other means of

official communication.
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